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Introduction:

This VRQ is made up of 5 Units comprising 37 Learning Outcomes. Each Unit will be ‘taught’ in a classroom environment with the Learning Outcomes assessed both individually (Unit by Unit) and collectively; within the final Assignment. 

Successful completion of the VRQ will be achieved when the candidate attains the minimum of 70% pass mark for each Unit’s test paper and achieve a Pass for the Assignment.
Learning Outcomes to be addressed within the Assignment:

The candidate will be required to address at least one Learning Outcome chosen from each of the five Units within the assignment. Choice of Learning Outcomes to be addressed must be agreed with the Centre during the selection of assignment topic.

Unit achievement
Each Unit comprises between 6 and 13 Learning Outcomes. Candidates are tested for their knowledge and understanding for each Unit by sitting a written test paper. The test is invigilated under ‘open-book’ conditions. If a candidate does not achieve sufficient marks in answering a question, or questions, to achieve the minimum pass mark of 70% the Centre is permitted to request additional information to be submitted.
Unit Certificates are able to be awarded to candidates for individual or groups of Units where the full VRQ is unable to be achieved. In all instances the candidate must achieve at least 70% in the relevant Unit(s) test papers.
The final written Assignment will comprise a dissertation of between 3000 and 4000 words. The choice of Assignment must be agreed with the Tutor and address at least one Learning Outcome from each Unit (5 Learning Outcomes in total).

Guidance on typical Assignments is provided later in this document. 
Knowledge and Understanding Test 
, Each Unit has a student question paper and a Q&A paper for the assessor with some “indicative outline answers”. Each question has been allocated marks. 

The total number of marks for each Unit is identified on each paper. The pass mark for each Unit is 70% and each paper shows the number of marks to achieve 70%
The marks allocated to each question will vary. Questions that have greater focus on the key points within the Unit are allocated the highest number of marks as answers are likely to be presented in greater depth. Tutors will judge the candidates response and award marks for the response given. Assessors will judge the accuracy of response to each question using the illustrative answers provided as a guide to the responses expected.
2) Determining and Marking Assignments

The final written Assignment will comprise a dissertation of between 3000 and 4000 words. The choice of Assignment must be agreed in advance with the Tutor and address at least one Learning Outcome from each Unit (i.e. 5 Learning Outcomes in total).

Assignment Marking Strategy:

· In marking the Assignment, Centre staff must ensure that the criteria underpinning each Learning Outcome is met in full. (Guidance will be determined in conjunction with CIWM)
· One Learning Outcome from each Unit must be addressed in the Assignment

· The Centre may ask the candidate to add further content to the Assignment where Learning Outcomes have not been met sufficiently.
· The final mark for the Assignment will therefore be Pass/Not yet passed
The assignment will be marked by an assessor who is independent of the training process. 
Determining the PASS MARK for the Higher Level Award (HLA):

To achieve a pass in the HLA, the candidate must achieve at least a 70% pass mark for each Unit (5 Units) and a Pass in the Assignment. (With five Learning Outcomes met).
EXAMPLE TOPICS FOR ASSIGNMENTS:

· Comparison of biological treatment activities

· Interaction between the WDA, WCA and WPA

· MRFs – Future trends

· High levels of Waste in (a location) (BV84 kg per pop)

· Implications of your purchasing decision – your footprint

· Waste reduction with (a location)

· Minimising transport for fairly remote HWRCs

· Packing of Hazardous Chemical

· Sustainable practices for Healthcare Wastes

· Opportunities and obstacles for the use of Water Industry AD for the treatment of BMW

· Future improvement for recycling at (a location)

· C & I waste: Could it be treated by MSW methods

· Comparison between different types of biological treatment technologies

· Analysis of waste arisings to identify improvements for sustainable waste disposal

· Information sheets on aspects of SWM (Public)

Ray Burberry
WAMITAB Qualifications Manager

30 January 2008
WAMITAB 0129 / Issue 01 / Mar 2009

