WASTE INDUSTRY UPDATE APRIL – JUNE 2010

Fatality statistics

The final stats for the last work year are to be released on 30 June. For the industry these are expected to be 7 for 2009/10. A significant reduction on previous years, however, this year is unfortunately not reflecting that trend with 6 confirmed fatalities so far. (Since April 2010.) Four of these were related to reversing activities.
New guidance
People in Commercial Waste Containers

A safety alert and guidance note has been released following the 3 fatalities in the last year. These can be found at:

http://www.hse.gov.uk/safetybulletins/wastecontainers.htm
http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/waste25.pdf
Procuring and managing waste services
The guidance is available at:
http://www.hse.gov.uk/waste/services/index.htm
Inspections are due to commence around October and the guidance and related documents and proformas for this can be found on the FOI pages at:
http://www.hse.gov.uk/foi/internalops/sectors/manuf/03-10-04.htm
Inspection in the waste/recycling industry 2010/11: Workplace transport risks in skip-hire activities

Instructions and guidance can be found at:

http://www.hse.gov.uk/foi/internalops/sectors/manuf/03-10-05.htm 
New Compactors and Balers Guidance – due out in July.
WISH sickness absence survey

The WISH forum are be conducting a survey about sickness absence and will request information on the metrics identified in the Review of sickness absence data in the waste and recycling industry report released last year. The metrics are at Appendix 4.
http://www.hse.gov.uk/research/rrpdf/rr750.pdf
Some WISH members [ESA and some others] have already implemented compatible systems and others are being pushed to do the same.
In the News:
Sita Prosecution
A waste management and recycling company has been fined after a driver was killed at a Northamptonshire landfill site.

SITA UK Limited was prosecuted by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) following the death of Gary Carter, 32, at the Cranford landfill site on 4 January 2007.

The company, of Grenfell Road, Maidenhead, Berkshire, pleaded guilty to breaching Section 3(1) of the Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974 and was fined £210,000 and ordered to pay full costs of £38,000.

Northampton Crown Court heard that Mr Carter, of Kidwelly, Carmarthenshire, arrived at the site to empty his refuse lorry and, like all the lorries emptying at the site that day, had to be assisted onto and off the tipping area due to the wet weather and soft ground conditions on the site.

After his lorry was towed to the tipping area by a bulldozer, Mr Carter discharged only part of his load. To shed the rest he had to move forward but his lorry had become too bogged down in soft ground.

The driver of the compactor, which was spreading the rubbish behind his lorry, radioed to him to say he would drive up behind Mr Carter's lorry and push it forward with his own vehicle.

At the same time the bulldozer reversed up to the front of Mr Carter's lorry to give him a tow. Both tried to help Mr Carter move, but without communicating with each other. When the compactor started to push the lorry forward, Mr Carter was attaching a tow rope from the bulldozer to the front of his lorry and was crushed to death between his lorry and back of the bulldozer.

He died at the scene.

The court heard from the prosecution that new working arrangements had been introduced a few days before the accident without having been properly risk assessed. Further, that SITA had not defined the supervisory roles for their staff on the site and that site rules on pushing lorries were ambiguous.

HSE Inspector Roy Bush said: "Every company has a legal responsibility to take care of people working on their site, whether they are employed by them or not.

"All companies are required to assess risks, eliminate them where possible and provide proper control measures to deal with the risks that remain. Having clear site rules that deal with the significant risks on site and making sure staff understand them and stick to them is absolutely vital if people on sites like this are to be protected from serious injury and even death.

"Sadly, in this case, the prosecution shows that the company did not take these steps, with tragic consequences for Mr Carter and his family."
 Leeds Fatality 

A binman who was killed when he was struck by a telegraph pole after it was demolished by his crew's refuse collection lorry has been identified.

David Nelson, 55, from the Leeds area, died after being struck on the head by the pole after it was hit by the white Leeds City Council vehicle reversing down Beeston Park Terrace, Beeston, Leeds, at about 8am on Monday.

A 51-year-old man arrested after the incident on suspicion of causing death by careless driving was later released on police bail pending further inquiries.

The tragedy is being investigated by both the police and the Health and Safety Executive.

Any witnesses should contact the Police Major Collision Enquiry Team via 0845 6060606, quoting log number 252 of April 19.
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Watchdog 'interventions' at major waste firms

Major waste and recycling firms are to be the target of 'central interventions' by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) in a bid to address the sector's appalling health and safety record. HSE says it is acting after its first targeted waste programme 'arrested the rising accident rate and brought about a small reduction' but adds 'the accident rate is still high (typically 4 times the all industry average for all injuries to workers and typically 9 times the all industry average for fatal injuries to workers).' It says the interventions will 'be undertaken to assess the safety management systems of national waste management and recycling companies who undertake waste and recycling collection services,' with the following firms targeted: Biffa Waste Management Limited; European Metal Recycling Limited; Enterprise Limited; May Guerney Recycling (aka ECT Recycling); SERCO Limited; Shanks Waste Management Limited; Sita UK Limited; Veolia Environmental Services Limited; Verdant Group plc; and Viridor Waste Management Limited. A number of these firms have recent prosecutions for serious safety breaches. An HSE Sector Information Minute (SIM) notes: 'If examination of the overall safety management system through the topics inspected provides (in the inspector's judgement) sufficient evidence to indicate a breach of legislation, then the need for any enforcement action should be considered in accordance with the Enforcement Management Model (EMM) and normal operational considerations should apply.' It adds that inspectors should consider 'director leadership' and 'worker engagement' when assessing the safety performance of the firms.

